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June Meeting: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 17:30 at Hugh McRae Park, Shelter #6, 1799 S. College Road, 

Wilmington, NC.  

 

Menu:  Barbeque, Fried Chicken, side dishes, cookies, soft beverages, coffee, tea, beer and wine. 

 
Price: $15 per person when you check in at the picnic location. 

 

Program:  We will honor the winners of our 2015 JROTC Scholarships. The scholarships are awarded annually 

to cadets in the JROTC programs in New Hanover, Brunswick, Pender, Columbus, and Onslow Counties or 

children of honorably discharged or active duty service members.  This year a $3,000 scholarship will be 

presented to Ariella Bode, a senior at White Oak High School in Onslow County and the daughter of an Army 

Master Sergeant stationed at Ft. Bragg.  Ariella will attend Texas A&M University to study biomedical 

engineering and be a member of the Corps of Cadets at Texas A&M. Ariella ranks 8 out of 259 seniors at White 

Oak.  Due to her father’s military duties she has moved 7 times between her 5th grade year and her 11th grade 

year.  A second award of $2,500 will be presented to Joseph Johnson of the JROTC battalion at North 

Brunswick High School in Leland.  Joseph will attend Virginia Military Institute (VMI) on a 3 year ROTC 

scholarship. Joseph ranks 12 out of 215 seniors at North Brunswick. He is a member of North Brunswick”s 

nationally ranked air rifle team.   

 
RSVP: Please RSVP by June 1st to JoAnn Doleman at jdoleman522@gmail.com or 910-540-8459.   

 

Message from our President, John Stewart 

 

We wish to thank Tommy Harrelson for his talk on his book about the art of Art Newton and on the history of 

Southport.  Newton was quite prolific and we found one of our members owned a piece of his work and was 

able to bring it to the meeting to show the author.  Jim Jackson does a good job of providing a variety of topics 

for the meetings and we thank him for this. 

 

The next meeting will be our summer BBQ at Hugh McRae Park on Friday, 5 June starting at 5:30 PM.  It will 

be a catered event which means that we pay the caterer in advance based on the reservation total we provide to 

him.  So, if you make a reservation, please come since we have paid for the meal.  In the past, we required a 

check to JoAnn prior to the BBQ.  Now we are handling the payment the same as we do at Bluewater in that we 

will collect at the door.   At the Bluewater we pay only for the meals served, so if you do not attend after 

making a reservation, there is no charge.  

 
 

http://www.sencland.org/
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We will try to address more of the items on the survey in the social area.  On May 15, Bob Doleman arranged a 

visit to the VA center in Wilmington.  We are also in the process of setting up a Happy Hour and a meeting at 

the Arboretum in October.  All will be interesting events and will vary our venue and the meeting topics. 

 

We have completed our first cycle of outreach activity as reported by John Melia.  We are in the process of 

collection information from organizations requesting support which follow our guidelines.  So, if you are a 

member of an organization, or know of a worthy organization which could use our support, let John know of the 

details and submit a proposal for review.   

 

We hope to see you at the BBQ as the last meeting before our summer break.  This is an opportunity for you to 

meet our scholarship winners as well as our candidates for JROTC Instructor of the year. 

 

This will be the last newsletter published by Steve Mannell and we thank him for being the editor for this term.  

We also wish to thank and welcome Burd Deas for stepping up to become the new editor.   

 

Member Updates 

 

Invite an eligible friend to our annual picnic on June 5th! Make sure to complete the cover page of this 

newsletter for them!  Their 2015 dues are free!  We expect to learn of several new members at the meeting.  For 

now, please welcome… 

 

 LCDR Carvin Keith Gerald, USN, of 129 Fuller St., Whiteville, NC 28472, and his spouse, Jenie. 

 

 MAJ Michael B. Graham, USA, of 10293 Joe Brown Hwy S, Tabor City, NC 28463, and his spouse, 

Metis.  

 

 CDR Mike Morrison, USN, of 2815 Irwin Dr., Southport, NC 28461, and his spouse, Pauline. 

 

 COL Rick Demoya, USA, of 1117 Evangeline Drive, Leland, NC 28451, and his spouse, Mari.   

 

SENCLAND “Blows Away” the Competition!   

 

Al Schroetel reports ~ In the first quarter of 2015 we recruited 15 new members:  

  

Patrick G. Hogan  Susan Miller 

Grace Seabrook  Brad Lindberg 

Amy Lindberg   Christopher Spada 

Barry Coyle   Margaret Dunn 

Gayle Pfeiffer   John Sheehan 

Larry Marzullo  Scott Sowles 

James Payne   Abe Walston 

Peter Harrington 

 

Compared to all MOAA Chapters nationwide that have between 250 to 299 members SENCLAND is a clear 

standout: 
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Chapter Name      Total Recruits 

 

Riverside CA  March Field   2 

Pensacola FL    1 

Augusta Chapter, Georgia  3 

Southern Maine   1 

Heart of America, MO  1 

Cape Fear Chapter, NC  4 

SENCLAND  NC            15 

Western New York   2 

Memphis TN    5 

Middle Tennessee   1 

 

The only NC Chapter that even came close to our success was the Cape Fear Chapter in Fayetteville / Ft Bragg 

with 5 new recruits! 

  

How do we do that? Active recruiting by Board members and Chapter members. I especially thank Nita 

Neumeister, Jim Brumit, Ron Lafond and Ken Klassen for their proactive recruiting. On top of that we get very 

good response from Ken's work on the Chapter website. Finally, JoAnn Doleman sends me the names of any 

RSVPs that are not Chapter members so that I can send them an application. 

  

We are definitely in the running for another substantial cash prize for recruiting  from National MOAA in 2015. 

  

Keepup the good work and thanks. 

 

Brud Deas Takes Charge of the SENCLAND Sentinel 

Our newsletter is published monthly (except July & August) in sufficient time to provide information on 

upcoming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value to you, but we do not aim to compete with 

established print, broadcast, or online media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in 

Military Officer each month. What we aim to do here is keep you informed about the chapter and our 

SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each other and support our local military and veteran communities. 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletters and online. Simply send 

your notices, letters, articles, and photos to our new editor, Brud Deas, (bruddeas@gmail.com) as you collect 

them. Everything submitted by the 15th of the month will be considered for inclusion in the following month’s 

newsletter. All items are subject to editing by Brud. Brud’s first newsletter will be the September 2015 edition.  

Please collect some good material over the summer months and submit them to Brud by August 15th.  Let’s help 

Brud get a good start with his newest SENCLAND project. 

The SENCLAND Sentinel will continue to accept sponsorship from our members and other supporters. You can 

see a full listing of current sponsors at the end of each newsletter. Soliciting sponsorship in this way provides a 

nice way to recognize our sponsors while allowing us to keep our dues the lowest in the state. If you would like 

to discuss sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support 

organizations, or anyone else that appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Brud. 

Cash sponsorships in excess of the cost of publishing this newsletter in its current format will augment our local 

military and veteran outreach activities, increasing the positive effect that we have on our local community. 

mailto:bruddeas@gmail.com
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Consider inviting your neighbors to participate by sharing this newsletter with them and talking about MOAA 

SENCLAND. 

Also, remember that the SENCLAND Sentinel and a great deal of additional information are available at any 

time on the Chapter's website: www.sencland.org. If you need assistance in accessing the website, contact Ken 

Klassen at (910) 791-3999. 

 

The Personal Side of Recruiting and Retention 

By Col. Barry Wright, USA (Ret), Director, MOAA Council and Chapter Affairs 

Like most things, when it comes to recruiting and retaining chapter members, it’s personal. 

Why would I say this? Because that is what I’ve learned by listening to chapter leaders who’ve shared their 

experiences with me. Seriously, over the years, I’ve listened to countless membership chairs and chapter leaders 

share stories on how they recruited new chapter members or turned a chapter visitor into a vibrant new chapter 

member. 

Last month, I discussed how important it is to welcome new guests attending their first chapter meeting by 

having a host. Almost as important is how we treat these new members at their second and third meetings. 

Making them feel welcome again and a part of the chapter family will go a long way toward rekindling the 

feelings of camaraderie and belonging — feelings many of us experienced in our units. 

So what’s a personal touch? That means engaging new and potential members by talking to them, asking 

questions, and listening and taking what is said to heart. Mostly, it boils down to interacting with all chapter 

members and guests. It’s not an easy task, but it’s also not too difficult. 

During chapter visits, I always attempt to meet as many members as possible during the social hour. I make a 

point to try and stop by every table and group. I make a special effort to visit with any auxiliary members or 

couples who are sitting alone. I introduce myself, ask questions, and engage them in conversation.  

I ask everyone why they are living there, what brought them to the community, and where they are originally 

from. I also ask how long they have been in the chapter, why they came to the chapter meeting, and what they 

want to hear about.  

If time permits, for those longtime chapter members, I also ask about the mission of the chapter — what the 

chapter does in the community. If I’m talking with a new guest, I always try to ask about their interests and then 

mention community programs in which the chapter is involved. 

Another personal touch is the phone call. Our chapter leaders divide up the provided list of national nonchapter 

members from their area and make personal phone calls. Two things come to mind about these calls: first, 

there’s a format — a few points chapter leaders want to cover during each call; and second, good leaders keep 

notes on their calls. They consolidate these notes, and some even carry them from year to year so they don’t 

forget important details or call someone who asked not to be bothered. 

Gaining and keeping chapter members really is about making it personal, making them want to join and then 

stay in the chapter. Chapters want to make everyone feel welcome and let them know they belong. To 

accomplish this, it takes a personal touch.  

 

 

http://www.sencland.org/
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Our Sponsors 

 

We appreciate the generous support of our sponsors!  Would you like to highlight your business, church, or 

favorite community organization; congratulate a friend; or simply use the space to share your message with the 

chapter – and know that your sponsorship will support the mission of MOAA SENCLAND?  Let us know, and 

we’ll make more room for you.  Thanks! 

 
 

               Steve Mannell, LTC, USA, Retired, 

CFO 

               910-307-3500 | smannell@aafmaa.com  

               www.aafmaa.com/wealthmanagement  

This space available now! 

 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 
If you would like to discuss MOAA SENCLAND sponsorship opportunities, please email 

bruddeas@gmail.com.  

mailto:smannell@aafmaa.com
http://www.aafmaa.com/wealthmanagement
mailto:steve.mannell@gmail.com
http://www.aafmaa.com/wealthmanagement
http://www.appleanniesbakeshop.com/
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  THE SENCLAND 

CHAPTER 

of the 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF 

AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 15207 

WILMINGTON, NC  28408 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

 

May 2015 
 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________  State ______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouses Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter although we 

strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $15.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete this form  

and mail to the return address above.  Call CO Al Schroetel, Membership Chairman, at 910-686-6905 or email 

downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net

